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FOR SENATOR SYMINGTON FROM MR. HELMS
41, BEGRET YOUR CONCERN OVER JOHN HART'S ABSENCE DURING .YOUR VISIT TO

.SAIGON. HE HAD A MOST. IMPORTANT OPLRATIO\IAL CONTACT TO MAKE TN LONDON THIS WEEK, AN

_ ARRANGEMENT MADE WEI..le?oFORE WE KNEW YOU WERE VISITING SAIGON. IN ANY EVENT,

43¢ SURS YOU WILL FIND LOU LAPHAN HIGHLY QUALIFIED TO HANDLE WITH YOU WHATEVER
MATTSRS OU CARE 70 DISOUSS. IE HAS SEEN TN VIETNAM FOR NEARLY A YEAR, HAS HAD
SENTGR AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES 'BEFORE THAT, AND HAS BEEN DSEPLY INVOLVED AND
DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR oHE BULK OF OUR PROGRAM (1ERE IN THE PROVINCIAL CADE
43D INTELLIGENCE FIELDS. SHOULD THERE EE SOUE K2 RESIDUAL MATTERS FOLLOWING YOUR
JISIT 70 SAIGON, WE WOULD BE GLAD TO HOLD JOHN HART HERE IN WASHINGTON UNTIL YOU
RETURN. | ‘ -
w2, WITH R:.SPECT 70 YOUR REQUEST FCR A FULL RUNDOAN ON OUR PERSONNEL
COIGETIENTS 70 VIETNAM, T AM SURE THAT SAIGON STATION WILL GIVE YOU A FULL BRIEF
OF TODAY'S SITUATION. £y MAY NOT BE A5 WELL EQUIPPED 10 GIVE YOU THE TREND

OVER THE YEAB.S , BUT I AM ARRANGING THAT A FULL BRIE"‘I]‘G ON OUR PERSONIEL
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- STRENGTHS IN VIETNAM BETWEEN 1959 - 1967, WITH THE PROGRAMS TO WHICE THEY WERE

COMMITIZD, EE PREPARED FOR PRESENTATION TO YOU CON YOUR RETURN HERE. I HOPE THIS

WILL VORK OUT SATIS ACTORIL;.

"3, WITH RESPECT TO GAS "L"O 'S ALLECATI OI\'S WE ARE GATHERING TCGETHER ALL
POSSIBLE FACTS AﬂD WILL CERTAINL" BE PREPARED TO GIVE THE FULL AND STRAIGHT
SJ.ORY S NEEDED. THANK YOU FOR THE SUGGESTION. IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF

MR. CARRISON WERE SOMEWHAT MORE SPECIFIC IN KIS ALLEGATIONS .* -
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